
 

 

Book Signing by Todd Parnell 

June 17, 2016 from 6 to 8 PM at the New-
ton County Library, Jasper, Arkansas 

 
Todd will briefly discuss and have for sale 
two of his books.  The first book, The Buffa-
lo, Ben, and me, relates a true story of the 
soul healing power of the Buffalo River.  He 
will also be discussing and selling copies of 
his first work of fiction, Skunk Creek, which 
is the first book in a trilogy of Ozarkian folk 
tales.   

Todd plans to share the proceeds of his sales 
at this event with the Buffalo River Water-
shed Alliance to assist them with their work 
in protecting America’s First National River 
from the pollution of industrial agriculture 
and the ambivalence of State and Federal reg-
ulators. 

 
 

Biography 

Todd Parnell is the recently retired President 
of Drury University, Springfield, MO; co-
founder and retired president of THE BANK 
in Springfield, MO; community activist; 
award winning author of three books includ-
ing The Buffalo, Ben, and Me, published in 
2007 by the University of Missouri Press; and 
environmental advocate as co-founder of the 
Upper White River Basin Foundation and re-
tired Chair of the Missouri Clean Water 
Commission. 

Parnell resides in Springfield with his wife of 
39 years, Betty.  They are blessed with four 
children and five grandchildren for whom he 
has great plans on the river. 

The breadth and depth of Parnell’s life expe-
rience drives his confidence in each of us to 
grow as leaders at work, in the community 
and in causes of choice. 

His passion for engaging all in wild and natu-
ral places speaks to individual personal bene-
fit and growth as well as new generations of 
environmental advocates to protect our 
unique resources. 

 
 
 

Skunk Creek 



 

 

Skunk Creek is an Ozarkian folk tale with the 
village of Hardlyville as hero and a large sup-
port cast of colorful Hardlyvillains facing 
grave natural, unnatural and environmental 
threats to their way of life. It is a mystery 
grounded in Ozarks waters, culture and histo-
ry, and set in the tragedy, love, lust and resili-
ence of a fictional Ozarks village. Crafted in 
the long tradition of Ozarks storytelling, 
Skunk Creek is bawdy, irascible and irrever-
ent. It is the first in a trilogy of Ozarks folk 
tales. 

 

 
The Buffalo, Ben, and me 

The Buffalo River in northwest Arkansas is 
one of the longest free-flowing, undammed 
rivers west of the Mississippi—and one of the 
most beautiful waterways on earth. Almost 
lost to development, it proved to be the per-
fect testing ground for a young boy almost 
lost to mediocrity. 

Middle-schooler Ben is struggling with learn-
ing challenges that have left him resentful and 
underachieving. His father, middle-ager 
Todd, wants to help his son gain self-
confidence but is searching for his own iden-
tity. For twelve adventure-filled days on the 
river—all 125 miles of her navigable course, 
from Ponca to the White River—father and 
son discover the formative, curative, and re-
demptive powers of nature. 

 


